Dear Members,
The Executive

Alison Perry and Sandro Porceddu retired from
the Executive Committee at our recent AGM.
We thank Alison for her tireless work and con-
tribution over the past 10 years especially in
promoting the participation of the allied health
professions in our Society. We are grateful to
Sandro’s astute and thought provoking pres-
ence on the Executive and we reluctantly ac-
cept his prematurely ‘retirement’ necessitated
by his other professional and personal priori-
ties.

| thank the general membership for the oppor-
tunity to serve as President of the Society for a
further year. David Wiesenfeld, Ben Panizza,
Bob Smee, June Corry, Guy Rees and Ber-
nard Lyons continue their terms on the Execu-
tive. | congratulate Kerwin Shannon and Lyn-
dell Kelly for their re-election and | welcome
Julia MacLean and Janelle Heywood as new
members of the Executive.

Tribute to Chris O'Brien

At the recent AGM we reflected on Chris
O’'Brien’s remarkable life and achievements,
and his contribution and enduring legacy. In
honour of Chris, the first lecture at each An-
nual Scientific Meeting is named the Chris
O’Brien Oration. The membership supports our
further contribution towards the Chris O’Brien
Traveling Fellowship fund that reflects our
membership number relative to that of the
American Head and Neck Society.

Carsten Palme, the inaugural recipient of the
Chris O’Brien Traveling Fellowship, travelled to
Phoenix this year to receive the award and
attended the annual meeting of the AHNS. He
will embark on his lectureship during Decem-
ber 2009/January 2010 travelling to MD Ander-
son, Pennsylvania and New York.

The Executive was pleased to receive views
from the general membership on how else the
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Society could appropriately honour Chris
and is currently exploring the possibility of
creating a charitable Foundation.

11" Annual Scientific Meeting

We thank Janelle Heywood and members of
the convening team for orgainsing a truly
outstanding 11" Annual Scientific Meeting
of the Society in Fremantle. It was very suc-
cessful both in its scientific content and fi-
nancially. It helped showcase the best of
Western Australia and provided an opportu-
nity for the Society’s geographic reach. We
are grateful for the contribution from an ex-
ceptional array of international speakers and
local experts.

Strategic Planning and Direction

| thank those who have contributed to the
publication of the ANZHNS Strategic Direc-
tion and Five Year Plan. Members are en-
couraged to download a copy of this docu-
ment from the Society’s website. The Ex-
ecutive will continue to take the necessary
steps to make the Society more relevant
and check progress against our key per-
formance indicators listed in this document
that redefines Our Vision, Our Position, Our
Purpose and What We Stand For.

Proposed Constitutional Amendments

In positioning the Society, the Executive
proposes a name change from the Austra-
lian and New Zealand Head & Neck Society
to the Australian and New Zealand Head &
Neck Cancer Society. It also proposes add-
ing the following two aims onto our Constitu-
tion:

1. To advocate for public policy and practice
that reduces impact of head and neck can-
cer including advice to governments and
policy makers, and media commentaries.

2. To ensure organisational growth and sus-
tainability through increased membership
activity.

These proposed constitutional amendments
were discussed at the recent AGM and re-
ceived general support. A special general
meeting via teleconference has been organ-
ised on Monday 8th Feb 2010 at 7.00pm
EST for the general membership to vote on
these proposed constitutional amendments.
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Positioning the Society

The PR and Website Subcommittee has
begun the process to revamp the Soci-
ety’s website to better inform the public
who we are and what we do. The plan is
to reinforce and increase our profile, im-
prove membership services and publicis-
ing successes.

The Society is continuing to foster links
with our sister societies in the Asia-
Pacific region as well as other organisa-
tions to promote our common vision. We
had the pleasure of welcoming Dr
Jeevendra Kanagalingam (Treasurer,
Singaporean OHNS) and Dr Roger Ngan
(President, HKHNS) at our Meeting in
Fremantle.

Tri-Society/IAOO Meetings 2011

We are continuing our fruitful discus-
sions with SOHNS and HKHNS to hold a
2-day Tri-Society meeting back-to-back
with the IAOO Meeting in Singapore in
2011. It has been proposed that Jeeven-
dra Kanagalingam and myself as Co-
Convenors with an Organising Commit-
tee consisting Bob Smee and Ben
Panizza (from ANZHNS), Jeevendra
Kanagalingam and Ivan WK Tham (from
SOHNS), and Roger Ngan and WY
Cheung (from HKHNS). The member-
ship of the local (Singaporean) Organis-
ing Committee and the Scientific Com-
mittee are being worked through. David
Wiesenfeld will be our IAOO liaison per-
son. | look forward to updating you on
this exciting collaborative venture.

ANZHNS/IAOO Meeting 2012

Preparation is underway to hold the So-
ciety’s 13" Annual Scientific Meeting in
tandem with a 1-day study day with
IAOO at the Gold Coast Convention
Centre, in September, 2012. Ben
Panizza has been appointed the liaison
person with IAOO and Ben Wallwork is
the Convenor of the meeting.

Journal of Head and Neck Oncology

The Society, as one of the regional so-
cieties with similar aims, is lending its
support to the proposed new journal,
Journal of Head and Neck Oncology, to
be published by Elsevier. | look forward
to updating you on this development.

Advocacy

In promoting quality of care in head and
neck cancer, the Society needs to clearly
articulate its view and position on multid-
isciplinary care. Guy Rees, Chair of the
MDT Subcommittee, has assembled a
list of head and neck MDTs in Australia
and New Zealand and is conducting a
survey on these MDTSs.

Developing Nations Visitor Scheme

Dr Tommy Wotsia, a senior ENT regis-
trar from Moresby General Hospital,
Papua New Guinea and Dr Isimeli Ului-
bau, an oral & maxillofacial surgeon from
Fiji School of Medicine, were awarded a
travelling scholarship of AUD$5,000
each to attend the Society’s Meeting at
Fremantle. Following the meeting they
visited the Department of Otolaryngology
at the Royal Adelaide Hospital. This
scheme is of great benefit to the recipi-
ents of the scholarships and helps pro-
motes our vision within our wider region.

Allied Health Grant

Under Suren Krishnan's leadership, a
Traveling Lectureship Scheme for allied
health has also been established with
$5,000 grant for the successful appli-
cant. For more information, please con-
tact Doreen Kavic at enquir-
ies@anzhns.org.

Research
The Executive endorses the proposed

multi-centre study through the Society on
osteoradionecrosis instigated by Andrew

Lindsay from Perth. Those who are inter-
ested in participating in this study may
contact Andrew at
andrew_r_lindsay@yahoo.com, or June
Corry on June.Corry@petermac.org.

12" Annual Scientific Meeting 2010

The Society’s 12" Annual Meeting will
be held in Novotel Manly, Sydney, 2-4
September, 2010. The Organising Com-
mittee consists of Bob Smee, Gary Mor-
gan, Carsten Palme and Michael Ve-
ness. The confirmed keynote speakers
are:

Dr Rainald Knecht, an ENT head &
neck surgeon from Hamburg, Ger-
many with strong combined modality
and molecular science background.

Dr B Maciejewski, a radiation oncolo-
gist from Gliwice, Poland, who has
organised many of the Polish studies
on fractionation in head and neck can-
cer.

Dr Tammy Shoaib, a plastic and head
& neck surgeon from Glasgow who
has published widely and has been
involved establishment of head and
neck cancer management protocols in
the U.K.

We are fortunate that Dr lan Frazer has
agreed to participate in the section of the
meeting dedicated to the role of HPV in
head and neck cancer.

Please visit the Society’s website for
further details.

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a
safe and restful New Year break.

S g,

Swee T Tan, MBBS FRACS PhD
President

Upcoming Conferences & Courses

4th World Congress of IFHNOS (International Federation of Head & Neck Oncologic Societies)
June 15- 19, 2010 Seoul Korea. Website: www.ifhnos2010.org

12th ANZHNS Annual Scientific Meeting
September 2 - 4, 2010, Novotel Manly, Sydney

Enquiries: enquiries@anzhns.org

Tel: +61 2 9902 8135

The 14th International Thyroid Congress
September 11 - 16, 2010, Paris Website: www.itc2010.com Email: ITC2010info@mci-group.com

Fax: +61 2 9438 3760
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The ANZHNS will be holding a Special General Meeting (via teleconference) on Monday 8 February 2010 at 7.00pm EST to vote
on two amendments to the constitution. Details regarding teleconference numbers will be given closer to the date and all mem-
bers are invited to attend. Comments may be emailed to enquiries@anzhns.org. The proposed amendments are:

1. Name Change to ANZHNCS

It is proposed that the word 'Cancer’ be included in the Soci-
ety's name.

That is, ANZHNS to change its name to Australian & New

Zealand Head and Neck Cancer Society (ANZHNCS), to bet-
ter position the Society and achieve higher returns on internet

search engines.
2. Add two (2) new Aims to the Constitution

It is proposed the following two (2) new aims be inserted into
the Constitution (amendments (g) and (h) are in bold italics):

2. Aims and Objectives
The aims and objectives of the Society are:

(@) To promote and advance throughout Australia and New
Zealand the multi-disciplinary practice of head and neck
oncology.

(b) To promote and encourage standards of practice which

(©)
(d)

(e)
()
@

(h)

mours and diseases of the head and neck.

To encourage and participate in research related to tu-
mours and diseases of the head and neck.

To promote the education of patients, the public at large,
non-specialist medical colleagues and paramedical groups
in relation to diseases of the head and neck.

To participate in and encourage accurate, prospective data
collection related to head and neck oncology.

To actively promote preventative health measures, espe-
cially in relation to smoking.

To advocate for public policy and practice that reduces
impact of head and neck cancer including advice to
governments and policy makers, and media commen-
taries.

To ensure organisational growth and sustainabil ity
through increased membership activity.

aim to achieve optimal outcomes for patients with tu-

(i) That the Society be a non-profit organisation.

3% )

One of the aims of our society is to de-
velop an understanding of standards of
care and access to skilled professionals
for patients with Head and Neck Can-
cer.

Further to this, we have identified many
Multidisciplinary HNC Clinics throughout
Australia and New Zealand who cur-
rently deliver this care. To allow all of us
to see what care is being given, to who
and in what manner, a questionnaire
has been developed, which will be dis-
tributed electronically to the Chairs of
the MDC's in November.

The document will ask some general

details about the formulation of each
MDC and the manner in which they are
run. As a secondary point, we will ask
for non identifiable data to be collected
by every MDC about one clinic's activi-
ties, to give a snapshot of what actually
happens.

It is important for us to know what ser-
vices are available in Australia and New
Zealand for head and neck cancer care,
and who is delivering them. Ultimately,
we wish to create a database whereby
all the MDC's will log on electronically to
store information about their patients
and allow all of us to benefit from better
understanding of the process and out-

comes of our care. This document will
be a step towards that aim.

Through the Society, we feel that a uni-
fied approach to Head and Neck Cancer
care is the preferred approach, so that
we can have a stronger position in ac-
cessing and delivering the best care
possible for all patients in
our countries, no matter
where they live or what
their background is.

Guy Rees
Chair,
MDT Subcommittee

Please take the time to record these dates now.

SYDNEY

MANLY PACIFIC
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Dear Colleagues,

The 11™ ASM held in Western Australia
was the best attended meeting of the
Society. There were 239 delegates!
Twenty exhibitors were present for the
meeting and the pre conference work-
shops were also well attended and feed
back for these was very positive.

Dr Penny Flett opened the meeting with
a distinct West Australian flavour and the
audience was privileged to hear Stephen
Sunderland’s  inspiring  perspective,
“Silent Conversations” prior to the main
scientific discussions of the meeting.

The Key Note Speakers contributions
were as entertaining and informative as
they were diverse. Professor Vincent
Gregoire addressed the current state of
IMRT and multi modality treatments for
head & neck cancer. Dr Moni Kuriakose
allowed us exposure to his extensive
surgical experience in his discussion s of
treatment for skull based tumours and
oral cancers in particular. Professor
Henry T Hoffman’s addresses on glottic
carcinoma, adenoid cystic carcinoma
and melanoma management in lowa all
directed us to the central concept of pro-
tocols directing therapy with specific ex-
amples from the University of lowa pro-
tocols. Professor Jan Vermorken
(sponsored by Merck Serono) was able
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to present to us a simplistic version of
the complex mass of data on current
controversies in loco regionally ad-
vanced head & neck cancers.

As well as leading the pre conference
workshops we were able to hear discus-
sions from our two international speak-
ers, Bella Talwar (nutrition and dietetic
gastroscopy pathways of care) and Jo-
seph Murray (FEES) Excellent quality
talks were also given by National speak-
ers (Dr Neil Watkins) and all of our local
contributors.

The winner of the oral presentation prize
was Kathryn Roth for her presentation,
“Buccal Carcinoma, Local Control and
Survival Outcomes”. The poster prize
was awarded to Kunaal Rajpal for her
poster on “Smoking Cessation in Pa-
tients Undergoing Treatment for Head &
Neck Cancer.

We were most fortunate to have repre-
sentatives from the Singapore and Hong
Kong Head & Neck Societies joining us
for the 11" ASM. We thank Dr Jeeven-
dra Kanagalingam and Dr Roger Kai-
Cheong Ngan for their presentations at
the meeting. As part of the Developing
Nations Visitor's Scheme Dr Tommy
Wotsia (PNG) and Dr Isimeli Uluibau
(Fiji) were able to attend the conference.

The welcome drinks were well attended
on the Thursday evening and all had an
opportunity to sample of the unique WA
wines and wares. The conference dinner
at Fraser's was a lively affair. The rising
full moon view over the river was or-
dered especially for the evening. It was
a little unfortunate that the evening had
to finish before midnight but a deter-
mined few managed to party into the
early morning at the Loft just down from
the hotel and still managed to attend the
first session on Saturday.

Although some of the sessions ran a
little late the organization of the meeting
ran smoothly thanks to the very profes-
sional and efficient work of the confer-
ence organizers PROMACO. Our spon-
sors for the meeting were Platinum,
Merck Serono — Silver, WA Cancer &
Palliative Care Network — Bronze WA-
COG, Olympus and Sanofi-Aventis. |
would like to thank all the delegates,
speakers, sponsors, exhibitors, PRO-
MACO and my organising committee for
their contribution to the success of the
meeting.

Janelle Heywood
Convenor

Correspondence may be addressed to:

ANZHNS PO Box 329 St Leonards NSW Australia 1590
Ph: +61 2 9902 8135 Fax: +61 2 9438 3760 www.anzhns.org E: enquiries@anzhns.org




